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May 1, 1997

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
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FEDERAl. COMMUNIC4T1ONS COMMISSfON
OfFJ~ OfsecRETARY

Re: In the Matter of Amendment of the
Commission's Rules Regarding DOckEr
Multiple Address Systems; FlLECOPYORIGlNAL
WI Docket No. 97-81

Dear Sir/Madam:

The Colorado Interstate Gas Company ("CIG") respectfully
submits these Comments in response to the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making ("Notice") adopted by the Federal Communications
Commission ("Commission") in the above-referenced docket on
February 27, 1997. V

We rely upon Multiple Address System ("MAS") assignments
from the 900 MHz band to monitor and control a variety of
operating parameters along our extensive natural gas pipeline
system. In this regard, we currently are licensed to operate
approximately 30 MAS channel pairs in the 928/952 MHz band.
These channels enable us, for example, to adjust critical
variables such as temperature, pressure level and volume without
constant manual surveillance. This capability is essential to
satisfy Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ("FERC"), safety and
environmental requirements and to maintain an acceptable level of
systems throughput.

As our operations expand, additional MAS channels are needed
so that we can continue to meet these important objectives. We
have attempted to satisfy our growing MAS requirements through
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1/ 62 Fed. Reg. 11,407 (March 12, 1997). While the Comment
deadline cited in the Notice is April 21, 1997, this deadline
extended to May I, 1997 by Order of the Commission dated
April 18, 1997 (DA 97-839) .

Colorado Interstate Gas Company
ASUBSIDIARY OF THE COASTAL CORPORATION
POBOX 1081· COLORAOO SPRINGS CO 80944 • 1Ig/413-2300

was

O?-J1



-2-

assignments from the 928/952 MHz MAS band. However, several of
our applications for this spectrum now have been pending at the
Commission for a number of years without any indication that
final action ever will be taken. These pending applications
include two that were filed on or about August 23, 1993, and one
that was filed on or about March 3, 1995. l1 The Commission's
staff has informed our telecommunications counsel, Keller and
Heckman LLP, that each of these applications is mutually
exclusive with one or more applications filed on the same day by
other parties.

CIG is familiar with the Comments that are being filed in
this proceeding by the American Petroleum Institute ("API") and,
in light of the situation discussed above, strongly concurs with
API's request that the Commission initiate appropriate lottery
proceedings as soon as possible to resolve all pending mutually
exclusive applications for MAS channels in the 928/952 MHz
band. 11 The Commission's Notice makes it clear that applications
for licenses for private, internal communications in this band
are not subject to a processing freeze. ~ Notice at ~~ 68-70
and 80. Accordingly, all mutually exclusive applications of this
nature -- particularly those that have been pending for as long
as CIG's applications -- should be processed and resolved without
further delay. The continuing failure to do so would be in
violation of the Commission's own rules and policies, to the
serious detriment of the public's interest in safe, efficient and
environmentally protective pipeline operations, as well as other
essential functions served by private MAS facilities.

As an additional matter, we firmly support API's request
that the Commission set aside a number of MAS channels in the
932/941 MHz band for use by private licensees. CIG filed several
applications for these channels when the Commission opened filing
windows for this band in 1992. After taking no action on these
applications for more than five years, the Commission apparently
intends to dismiss them without review and redesignate this
spectrum for subscriber-based services, thereby rendering private

~I These applications have been assigned the file numbers
796538-0F-083, 796539-0F-083 and 712649-0F-035.

11 ~ Comments of API at n.6.
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spectrum users such as crG ineligible to license these channels.
We agree with API that the Commission has seriously
underestimated the level and importance of private interest in
MAS spectrum, while crediting the speculative licensing efforts
of commercial entities. Thus, we implore the Commission to take
a serious look at the varied and beneficial uses for private MAS
channels, as described in these and other Comments, and adjust
its MAS allocation plan so as to ensure that all legitimate needs
for MAS spectrum will be balanced appropriately.

We have appreciated this opportunity to present our position
in this proceeding, and we look forward to the Commission's
response to the important issues addressed herein.

Very truly yours,
COLORADO INTERSTATE GAS COMPANY

~g~
Mr. William G. Carter
Manager, Telecommunications


